TED W. LIEU 415 CanNON House OFFICE BUILDING

WasHiInGTON, DC 20515
33RrD DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 1202) 325-3976

5055 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, SUITE 310

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET (I:L f th H ‘t h %t t Los gﬁg%%?géggsoose
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT nngrtﬁﬁ n B nt B] a BH 1600 ROSECRANS AVENUE, 4TH FLOOR
AND GOVERNMENT REFORM Houge of RWepresentatives NSy ARE =X A10t0e

MWashington, BE 205150533

February 8, 2017

John Koskinen

Commissioner

Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20224

Dear Commissioner Koskinen:

Thank you for your public service. Based on the information I have received, I am writing to
you in opposition to the planned closure of the Internal Revenue Service office located in the
City of El Segundo. This office provides critical services to the residents in western Los Angeles
County that live between the San Fernando Valley and the Los Angeles Harbor.

It is my understanding that the IRS has decided to close the El Segundo office and move
approximately 120 IRS staff currently stationed there to the Long Beach Federal Building. In
your letter dated July 28, 2016, you stated that the IRS would save $1 million by not renewing
the commerecial lease of the El Segundo location and moving staff to Long Beach. This office
currently serves residents of my district which stretches from Malibu to the community of
Rancho Palos Verdes. Given the effect the move will have on residents of my district, I am
requesting the following information:

e Has the IRS explored other options to the closure of the El Segundo office, including
relocating the office elsewhere within western Los Angeles County to reduce rental
costs? If so, why were those other options rejected?

e Can you provide my office with the calculations showing how, exactly, the proposed
move would save the IRS $1 million?

e Can you provide my office with information regarding what rental cost savings, if any,
the IRS would make by moving to Long Beach and paying the General Services
Administration rent there instead?

e What impact, if any, will the increased mileage costs (to reimburse IRS staff who will
have to travel great distances — in some cases, over 50 miles —to serve the taxpayers of
western Los Angeles County) have on the IRS’s anticipated savings?

e Please provide the IRS’s cost-benefit analysis for the proposed closure of the El Segundo

office, and indicate whether or not that analysis factors in the increased burdens on staff
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and taxpayers, including those who are low-income and dependent on public
transportation, who would have to travel longer distances as a result of the move.

Until the Internal Revenue Service can substantiate that the closure of the El Segundo office is
necessary, I must oppose the decision to relocate staff from the El Segundo IRS office to the
Long Beach Federal Building. To prove such a move is necessary, the IRS must first research
whether there are viable alternatives that would save the IRS money, while not unduly burdening
the residents and taxpayers of western Los Angeles County. Without that inquiry and
investigation, the IRS’s decision to close the El Segundo office and move staff to Long Beach is
arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for your time regarding this matter. I look forward to hearing the IRS’s response.
Sincerely,

TeA NV Lo

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress



